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Installation of Pastor April Barrett at New Hope FMC 

This past Sunday 

marked a wonderful 

celebration at our New 

Hope Church in Canton 

as Pastor April Barrett 

was officially installed 

as one of the newest 

Lead Pastors of the 

Southern Michigan 

Conference. 

Pastor April began her 

appointment in 

December of 2016 and 

has been plunging into 

her new setting with 

much dedication.  On 

Sunday, Superintendent 

Bruce preached from 2 

Timothy, Chapter 2 

about "The Nature of 

Pastoral Work".  

Following the message, many people came forward to surround April and her husband, Patrick in a special 

dedicatory prayer as April was commissioned to lead this great church.   

Congratulations April!  We are glad to have you on our pastoral team. 

E3 – Equipping for Excellence and Expansion  
Officially begins this Friday noon! - Optional 9:00 a.m. Friday morning Breakfast with Linda Adams from 
International Child Care, and 10:30 a.m. financial seminar with Brian Kluth.  Registration is required for all 
events except the Friday 7:00 p.m. service and the Saturday 10:30 a.m. general session with Q&A. 

Elders in Special Appointment/Relationship 
It is that time of year again when, as a preparation for Annual Conference, we ask for an update from all 

ordained Elders that hold membership in the Southern Michigan Conference and are under Special 

Appointment or have a special Relationship with the Conference.  If you have not received that report form in 

an email from the Conference Office (office@smcfmc.org) please contact the office. Report Deadline: Friday, 

March 24
th
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Prayers Appreciated for Forneys’ Travel to Wedding in NZ 
Assistant Superintendent, Michael Forney and his wife Nancy will 

not only be out of the office, but also out of the country, March 

30th through April 10
th

. They are flying to New Zealand to attend 

their daughter, Loree’s wedding to Cyril Chegudi, April 8th in 

Auckland. 
 

Michael & Nancy will be unavailable during this time but would 

appreciate your prayers for their safe travel and for the Lord’s 

presence to bless this time of celebration. 

 
Invitation to Women of the Southern Michigan Conference  
Pastor Melanie Eccles of our Monroe church writes, “I want to invite you and the women in your church to 

attend a Women's Conference hosted by Spring Arbor University.”  
 

Spring Arbor University's  
Women in Leadership Conference  

Journey By Design  

Saturday, April 8, 2017 

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m 

Poling Center at SAU  
 
The annual Women in Leadership Conference is designed to help women fulfill their potential as 
leaders. Women of all ages and backgrounds are provided with relevant tools for professional 
development and personal refreshment. The event features compelling speakers, educational 
workshops and opportunities to network. 
 

Price includes continental breakfast, break refreshments, lunch, two keynote presentations, six 
workshops (pick three), spa, and gift bag. 
 
Registration Fee: $45 
Staff and Faculty Rate: $25 
SAU Alumni Rate: $25 
Student Rate: $15 
 
REGISTER and get more info here: 
www.arbor.edu/womeninleadership  

 
Introduction to Quizzing for 5th Graders – April 8th at Spring Arbor FMC 
Greetings Southern Michigan Conference Churches: 

 

Every year at  this time we offer  an opportunity to have 5th graders, and those older who may never have 

quizzed before, to study for a number of weeks leading up to the April tournament at the Spring Arbor Free 

Methodist Church on Saturday, April 8
th

, to which they are invited.  If a church has only one or two quizzers 

who are interested, they can still come and we will combine them with another church.  The whole point of the 

process is to allow these young people to see what Bible quizzing is about.   
 

We choose some straightforward material from the book(s) the older quizzers are using. This year the Michigan 

Newcomer Quizzers will be studying Colossians Chp. 3 – 4, and Philemon.  We are using the current 2011 NIV 

version. Contact Dawn McCoon (see below) for a list of the 7 quote verses for the teens to learn if they choose. 
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If you would like to attend with a newcomer team/or individuals, and you haven't had a Bible Quiz ministry feel 

free to contact us at lmccoon@ameritech.net or my cell number 248-568-4424.  There is no team charge for the 

Newcomer quizzers.  If you would like to just come and observe, that is fine too.  
 

Whether you are bring a team or just coming to observe, please let us know by April 4th, so we 

can add you to our roster of attendees. Thank you.  
 

Dawn McCoon  - Email: lmccoon@ameritech.net 
Co-Director of the East MI Conference Bible Quizzing Ministry 

 
Christian Hospitals and Cross-cultural Ministry Symposium 
Hosted by Central Africa Healthcare Organization (CAHO) 

April 28-29, 2017 
 

The Central Africa Healthcare Organization would like to extend an open invitation to anyone interested in 

overseas missions to attend this year's conference, whether for one session or the entire conference.  The 

conference will be held in the Fellowship Room and Chapel of the Spring Arbor Church, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

on Friday, April 28 and on Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.  The schedule will be available online in mid-

April (gocaho.org). 
 

There is no cost to attend.  However, registration is requested to assist with planning, and a nominal fee is 

charged for those participating in lunch and supper on Saturday.  Please contact Sharon Rupert 

(sharonrupert@hotmail.com) no later than April 21 if you wish to reserve meals. 

 

Sidewalk Prophets in Concert at Crossroads Church in Ottawa Lake 

Crossroads invites all our Free Methodist friends to join us for a 
fun night of music, worship and inspiring story featuring the 
band Sidewalk Prophets on Saturday, April 29th at 7:00PM. 
 

Tickets start at just 10 dollars if ordered online at the following link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sidewalk-prophets-
prodigal-tour-immersive-concert- experience-ottawa-
lake-mi-tickets-31890340868 
 

We haven’t done a concert event in a while, and this is the 
first for our current creative arts staff. It’s a test run, to see 
if concert events will be a positive experience for our venue 
and ministry. We would like to leverage our larger 
auditorium to be a blessing to the wider community and we 

think this may be one way to accomplish that goal. 
 

So, if you are a fan of live Christian music and would like to see us do more concerts in the future, be 
sure to attend THIS ONE…and promote this event at your church to the level you feel is appropriate. The 
interest and participation of the wider community will be a big factor in deciding on future events! 
 

If you are interested in getting the online press kit which includes posters, videos and more, or if you 
would like additional information please connect with Ben DeLong, our worship and programming 
director, at bdelong@crossroadson23.com. 
 

We’re excited to rock out with Sidewalk Prophets and hope you and many of your members will be able 
to join in! 
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Conference Calendar 
March 24-25 – Bishops’ E3 Event at Spring Arbor 

March 27-29 – Next Level Speaking Workshop – Loveland, CO 

March 29-30 – Denominational Church Planter Training – Indianapolis 

April 3 – CLB Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 

April 14 – GOOD FRIDAY – Office closed 

April 16 – EASTER SUNDAY 

April 30 – West side Pastors’ Wives’ Dinner with Jerilynn & Nancy – 4:30 - location in Kalamazoo TBD  

May 1 – CLB Meeting – 6:00 p.m 

May 5 – East side LDC with Staff – 9-3 – Dearborn FMC, Jackson 

May 7 – East side Pastors’ Wives’ Dinner with Jerilynn & Nancy – 4:30 – location in Ann Arbor TBD 

May 8 – MEG Meeting – 6:00 p.m. – Final Decisions on CMCs & Ordinands for 2017 Annual Conf. 

May 9 – West side LDC with Staff – 9-3 – Kalamazoo FMC 

May 10-12 – SMC Annual Conference E-Voting 

May 20 – IGNITE INTENSIVE – ALL DAY - 9:00 – 3:00 – at Spring Arbor Free Methodist Church 

May 26 – Annual Conference Report Book available 

June 15 & 16 – ANNUAL CONFERENCE – at Crossroads Community Church, Ottawa Lake 

June 26-30 - FMYC – Ft. Collins     

July 7-14 – SMC FAMILY CAMP at Somerset Beach Camp 

Looking Ahead – Save the Date! 

Saturday, Oct. 21 – 4:00-9:00 p.m. – SMC Pastor Family Fall Fun at Somerset Beach Camp 

 
Two Summer Mission Opportunities in our own Conference… 

 

ESL Day Camps for Refugee Children 
July 24-28 | 9am-2pm | Dearborn FMC 

 
Looking for a tangible way for your congregation to reach out to your Samaria this summer? Consider a 
mission trip to serve Arab Refugees in Metro Detroit. 
 
Megan Weber and the Dearborn FMC are hosting an English Day camp for Arabic speaking children in the 
greater Dearborn area July 24-28 (tentatively).  We are looking for a variety of volunteers during the week 
with varying skill sets. 

 Beginner English workshops 

 Beginner English dialogues 

 Support staff (Admin stuff)  

 Kitchen help 

 Intercessors 

 Story teller 

 Drivers   
We are also looking for available church vans to be borrowed in order to transport children.   
 
We will arrange lodging and meals for out of town volunteers. The estimated cost for this mission trip is $140 
(lodging and food included). 
 
Contact Megan Weber at Pastormegan@dearbornfmchurch.org or 313.421.2694 if interested.   

mailto:Pastormegan@dearbornfmchurch.org


 

Summer 2017 Mission Detroit 

 

(Mission Trips run Sunday evening - Thursday evening,  

with optional Friday activities) 

COST: $140.00 per person, all inclusive*   

*Includes dinners out at several great and fun restaurants.  All meals, snacks, 

museums, parking, coffee’s etc. are included in this one price! 

 
 

Experience Detroit Dinner Church 

We will “plant” three new dinner churches in the city of 

Detroit.  At three strategic locations on three different 

nights, your group will prepare and facilitate: 

 Two hour Arts and Recreation for at risk children 

 Set up “church in a box” at each location 

 Provide arts and music support during dinner 

 Serve dinner to our walk-in church family 

 Assist in “story support” 

 Experience one on one (and/or group interaction) 

time with people seeking God 
 

Experience Detroit 

Each day, will also feature something “fun” within the city of Detroit.  From fantastic museums (indoor and outdoor) to 

famous parks (Campus Martius/Belle Isle) and our favorite walking tour of the Greektown/Riverfront Triangle, your 

group will get a wonderful taste of some of the best Detroit has to offer.  Each week will feature different excursions, 

depending on cost and availability.  *New This Year:  Most groups will visit the Heidelberg Project, and receive a free tour 

by the world famous artist behind it all: Tyree Guyton. 

 

Experience God 

Not only will you learn to depend on God for strength, wisdom, creativity and problem solving for the DDC experience, 

but each late night at “The Harbor” features dynamic worship, group games, developing relationships and tons of fun! 

 

The Harbor, 16584 Huntington Road, Detroit  MI 48219 
313-434-4256      www.theharborfamily.com 

Available Weeks: 

 DDC 1 July 16-20 

 DDC 2 July 23-27 

 DDC 3 July 30-Aug. 3 

 DDC 4 Aug. 6-10 

 DDC 5 Aug. 13-17 

 DDC 6 Aug. 20-24 

 
Detroit Summer Mission serves “walk in” 

families in Detroit, and looks like: 
 

 1pm-3pm Prep & Setup 

 3pm-5pm Kids Arts and Recreation 

 5-5:30 Mingle/welcome families 

 5:30 Free Dinner Served 

o Live Instrumental Music 

o Artist painting/drawing 

o Bible Story/Application 

 6:30 Q & A & Table Groups 

 6:45 Closing Prayer 

 7-8  Cleanup 

 


